Celebrate Your Independence with Project Management
By Michelle LaBrosse, PMP®, Chief Cheetah and Founder, Cheetah Learning

What does independence mean to you?

Some people remember their first job or first apartment. Others think about the
sovereignty of nations.

Here’s what the dictionary has to say:

In-de-pend-ent
Adjective

1) Free from outside control; not depending on another’s authority. Self-
governing, not belonging to a political party; not influenced by others.

2) Not depending on another for livelihood or subsistence, capable of thinking or
acting for oneself, not depending on something else for strength or effectiveness;
freestanding.

| especially like number two. Those are powerful words, and they resonate
clearly with how Project Management empowers people. When you have a
consistent, clear way to approach and solve problems quickly, you are effective,
strong and freestanding.

As we celebrate Independence Day in the United States, | challenge all of our
readers around the world to use Project Management to free yourself from
whatever is holding you back.

Don’t wait for life to happen to you.

Too many of us wait for life to hand us a defining moment. The truth is that
defining moments happen when we decide to make the change ourselves.
When you talk to people who have accomplished something significant, they
almost always begin to tell you about the plan they developed and then followed
with passion and perseverance. Success doesn’t just land in our laps. Instead,
it's the realization of our vision. Whatever it is that we want to accomplish — both
large and small — we all have our “bucket lists.” The difference is some people
actually cross things off that list, while others wait for the opportunity to appear.

Project Management connects the plan with the opportunity. So, what do you
want to do? Is there something you want to tackle once and for all? Is there a
lingering project that has never been accomplished?

It's different for all of us. For some of us, it's our health or our finances.
Whatever it is for you, we’ve developed PDU classes that help you earn your
PDUs while at the same time accomplishing goals that are personal and



meaningful to you. Sometimes, all we need is the structure to accomplish
something that’s been on our to-do list for too long.

Project Home Improvement helps you complete the home improvement project of
your choice, bringing to life the Project Management phases and processes.

On Par Project Management lets you get in 10 rounds of golf while learning
about Project Management and The PMBOK® Guide.

Project Prosperity shows you how to use the capital you already have to achieve
your goals.

Project Weight Loss SmartStart uses Project Management methodologies to
design a weight-loss or fitness program so you can get that monkey off your back
for good!

And if you're like me and you’re thinking about creating long-term security and
peace of mind, take power of your power with Project Energy Independence.
Learn how to reduce the risks of increasing power costs for your home or
business. Self-sufficiency is true independence every day of the year.

Download our complimentary PM Career SmartStart. Guide

Still looking for some more ideas? If you're thinking about how you want to make
a difference in your life or your career, you can also download our PM Career
SmartStart Guide. It's a great way to carve out your own path of independence.

Make your own fireworks

Fireworks don’t just have to be for historic celebrations. They can be a regular
occurrence when you look back at what you’ve accomplished. It just takes
getting started. Go!

Chief Cheetah Podcast Is Yours for the Downloading

Want to hear what Michelle LaBrosse, PMP, and Chief Cheetah has to say about
Project Energy Independence? Download our podcast at
http://podcast.cheetahlearning.com/podcastgen/ and hear the words straight from
the Cheetah’s mouth.

About Cheetah Learning and the Know How Network

The Know How Network is a monthly column written by Michelle LaBrosse, the
founder and Chief Cheetah of Cheetah Learning. Distributed to hundreds of
newsletters and media outlets around the world, the Know How Network brings
the promise, purpose and passion of Project Management to people
everywhere. Visit www.cheetahlearning.com to learn more about Cheetah PM,
the fastest way to learn about Project Management and get your PMP. You can
also get your career in gear with CheetahWare, free Project Management tools.
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